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Sir: 
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Fee payment 

□ A check in the amount of $_ 



is enclosed. 



. A copy of this Transmittal is 



□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 23-1925 in the amount of $_ 

enclosed for this purpose. 

□ Payment by credit card in the amount of $ (Form PTO-2038 is attached). 
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§1.16 and any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17 associated with this paper 
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COMMUNICATION CONCERNING EXAMINER'S SUPPLEMENTAL ANSWER 

MS APPEAL BRIEF - PATENTS 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. 0. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants received a communication mailed March 11, 2008 stating that the 
Examiner's October 17, 2007 Answer was "vacated in another Office action, paper no. 
20080306, and a new supplemental examiner's answer was attached thereto. Therefore 
[Appellants' Second Reply Brief] is entered and considered moot." Applicants respectfully 
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K-CRef.No, 19,996 

submit that they never received Paper No. 20080306, or any new Supplemental Examiner's 
Answ^er. 

Upon receipt of the March 11, 2008 communication. Applicants' undersigned 
attorney reviev^ed the USPTO PAIR system, which revealed that no such Answer had been 
mailed or made of record. Applicants' undersigned attorney then called the Examiner on 
March 19, 2008 to explain that Applicants had not received Paper No. 20080306, or the 
accompanying supplemental Examiner's answer. In response, the Examiner indicated that 
she would mail the revised Supplemental Answer. Subsequently, another communication, 
identical to the March 11, 2008 communication, was mailed March 26, 2008. 

To date, Applicants have not received any paper vacating the Supplemental 
Examiner's Answer mailed October 17, 2007, or a revised Supplemental Examiner's Answer 
with the appropriate signatures as required by an Order mailed February 13, 2008. 
Moreover, no such papers are of record on the USPTO PAIR system. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request that such papers be mailed to Applicants so that they can 
respond thereto if deemed appropriate. To the extent that any revised Supplemental Answer 
merely adds a signature, then Applicants respectfully request that the Second Reply Brief 
filed December 17, 2008 be considered on the merits, rather than being rendered moot. 

In any event. Applicants respectfully that Paper No. 20080306 and any accompanying 
Supplemental Examiner's Answer be mailed to Applicants forthwith, such that Applicants 
may have the opportunity to review such papers and respond thereto if deemed appropriate. 
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Any questions concerning this communication should be directed to the undersigned 
attorney at (3 1 2) 32 1 -4200. 




Andrew D. Stover 
Registration No. 38,629 
Attorney for Appellant 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. BOX 10395 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 
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